The Luddites

· were a social movement of English workers in the early 1800’s who protested – often by destroying textile machines– against the changes produced by the Industrial Revolution that they felt threatened their jobs. 

· Measures taken by the government to stop them included many death penalties and transportations to Australia.

· The movement spread rapidly throughout England with many wool and cotton mills being destroyed. 

· "Machine breaking" was made a “capital crime”. 

· At one time, there were more British troops fighting the Luddites than against Napoleon 
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