“Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains.”

-Rousseau

“People who know little are usually great talkers, while men who know much say little.”

-Rousseau

“All murderers are punished unless they kill in large numbers and to the sound of trumpets.”

-Voltaire

“I do not agree with what you have to say, but I'll defend to the death your right to say it.”

-Voltaire

“In most things success depends on knowing how long it takes to succeed.”

-Montesquieu

“There is no nation so powerful, as the one that obeys its laws not from principles of fear or reason, but from passion.”

-Montesquieu
The French Enlightenment

-France became a hotbed of political and intellectual thought in the 1700s. 

-The roots of this Enlightenment lay in resentment and discontent over the decadence of the French monarchy in the late 1600s. 

-During the reign of the wildly extravagant “Sun King” Louis XIV(14), wealthy intellectual elites began to gather regularly in Parisian salons and complain about the state of their country. 

-Gradually, complaints in the salons and coffee shops changed from idle whining into constructive political thought. 

-Before long, cutting-edge thought worked its way into the salons, and the French Enlightenment was born. 

The Philosophes

-By the early 1700s, coffee shops, salons, and other social groups were popping up all over Paris, encouraging intellectual discussion regarding the political and philosophical status of the country.

-Moreover, members of these groups increasingly clamored to read the latest work of leading philosophers. 

-The Philosophes were a group that championed personal liberties and the work of Locke and Newton, denounced Christianity, and actively opposed the abusive governments found throughout Europe at the time.
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The Philosophes and Censorship

Use your textbook pages 195 – 199 AND your own ideas to answer the following:

1. Why were women important to the spreading of new ideas during the Enlightenment? 

2.  What did being “enlightened” mean back in the 1700s in France?

3. Argue for or against John Locke’s theory of “empiricism”.
4. Voltaire.   Write 3 brief points about Voltaire’s beliefs.  

  
*

  
*


*
  

Paraphrase or explain these quotes by Voltaire:

“An ideal form of government is democracy tempered with assassination.”

_______________________________________________________________________________

“Anyone who has the power to make you believe absurdities has the power to make you commit injustices.”

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

5.  What relationship should exist in a monarchy, according to Montesquieu?

Paraphrase or explain these quotes by Montesquieu:

“We should weep for men at their birth, not at their death.”

_______________________________________________________________________________

6.
Describe the following ideas as expressed by Rousseau:

A. The “social contract”





B. “natural law”

Paraphrase or explain these quotes by Rousseau:

“Gratitude is a duty which ought to be paid, but which none have a right to expect.”

_______________________________________________________________________________

Plant and your spouse plants with you; weed and you weed alone.

_______________________________________________________________________________

7. Create a unique and original philosophical phrase and explain its meaning.
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The Philosophes and Censorship - KEY
Use your textbook pages 68 – 71 AND your own ideas to answer the following:

1.
Why were women important to the spreading of new ideas during the Enlightenment?  They hosted “salons” were thinkers met to discuss emerging ideas about freedom and enlightenment.

2.
What did being “enlightened” mean back in the 1700’s in France?


To value science and human intelligence above religion.

3.
Argue for or against John Locke’s theory of “empiricism”.
Empiricism is the idea that knowledge is only gained through experience.


Answers will vary…

4.
Voltaire.   Write 3 brief points about Voltaire’s beliefs.  

  Against the Church

  Advocated freedom of thought

  Absolute monarchy was good for society

  Hated injustice

paraphrase or explain these quotes by Voltaire:

“An ideal form of government is democracy tempered with assassination.”

“Anyone who has the power to make you believe absurdities has the power to make you commit injustices.”

5.
What relationship should exist in a monarchy, according to Montesquieu?

Paraphrase or explain these quotes by Montesquieu:

“We should weep for men at their birth, not at their death.”

“Friendship is an arrangement by which we undertake to exchange small favors for big ones.”

6.
Describe the following ideas as expressed by Rousseau:

a) the “social contract”  an agreement where everyone abides by certain rules
b) “natural law” people have a naturally good will that is destroyed by society.

Paraphrase or explain these quotes by Rousseau:

“Gratitude is a duty which ought to be paid, but which none have a right to expect.”

Plant and your spouse plants with you; weed and you weed alone.

7.
Create a unique and original philosophical phrase and explain its meaning.

