Lesson 12
-
The Treaty of Versailles
Outcomes
· Students will be able to describe the important points brought up at the Paris Peace Conference, including Wilson’s original 14 points, as well as the final Treaty of Versailles and the formation of The League of Nations
· students will contrast Wilson’s original 14 Points with the final Treaty and make connections with how this “agreement” crippled Germany as a nation
Activities

1. Treaty of Versailles – Simulation game.  Divide students up into 3 groups of 10.  Within those groups, they should further divide up into groups of 3 or 4.  Each small group is either:  Woodrow Wilson, Clemenceau or Lloyd George.  Outline the rules and outcomes of the Treaty of Versailles simulation game.  Groups must come up with the terms of the Treaty after 20 minutes of calm, diplomatic debate.  

2. Power Point – “Treaty of Versailles and League of Nations”.  While taking notes, students will see if they made the same decisions as were made in history.

3. Mapping question – using figure 2-21 on page 42 AND figure 2-1 on page 22,  students are to identify the new countries that were created (Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Danzig, Lux, Saar) and any border changes (Romania, Austria, Hungary, Germany)
4. Active Study Review.  Test will take place in 2 classes from today.

Materials

1. Treaty of Versailles Simulation Game

2. Power Point – Treaty of Versailles and League of Nations

3. WWI Active Study Review
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TREATY OF VERSAILLES SIMULATION GAME
War Over!  Peace is declared!
· 11th November, 1918 at 1100hours the armistice is signed.  The war to end all wars is over!

· 10 000 000 dead soldiers lay in Europe’s fields, killed by bullets, bombs or gas.  30 000 000 more were wounded
· 4 Empires met their end (German, Hapsburg [Austro-Hungary], Turkish, Russian)

· The Allied powers meet to decide on the key points of the First World War.  They are to decide who caused the war, who is to pay and what is to become of Germany, Austria and all of Europe

This simulation is to see what your responses would have been if YOU had been present at the signing of the treaty.

Rules:

1.
There is to be no shouting or raised voices of any kind.  A diplomat does not raise their voice to answer a question or attack an opinion.

2.
No conferring with other tables as to their responses or answers

3.
You must remain in your character through the simulation – only do what your character would have done – not what you think YOU should do.

4.
Be careful to make sure everyone has a say, and that no one is left out.
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From left to right, Lloyd George (UK), Foreign Minister Giorgio 
Sonnio, (It) Georges Clemenceau (France) & Woodrow Wilson (USA)
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Character 1 – the US and Woodrow Wilson
· Wilson was born in 1856.

· He entered politics in 1910 and by 1912 was President.

· In 1916 he was re-elected under a pledge to remain out of the war but in 1917 he declared war on Germany.

· He was an idealist and reformer who saw the war as a means to end wars forever by creating a ‘League of Nations’ that binds all nations together in a mutual alliance - much different from the alliances that were present before the war started (see point 14 below).

Major issues to take to the treaty

He had 14 points which he saw as a way of bringing peace

1. There should be no secret treaties; all international agreements should be open.

2. The seas were to be free to all countries at all times.

3. Customs barriers between countries should be removed.

4. Armaments should be reduced.

5. The wishes of the peoples in colonies should be taken into account when settling colonial claims.

6. German forces should leave Russia.

7. Belgium should be independent.

8. Alsace-Lorraine should be returned to France.

9. Italy’s frontier with Austria should be adjusted to avoid confrontation with Austria.

10. There should be self determination for the peoples of Eastern Europe.This allows different nationalities the right to govern themselves as independent nations.
11. Serbia should be given a coastline.

12. There should be self-determination for the people of the Turkish empire.

13. Poland should be independent and given a coastline.

14. An International organization should be set up to deal with international

      incidents and disputes (therefore avoiding war) - League of Nations.

· Wilson wanted a Europe that was saved from war but also available to

trade with the United States. The U.S. had done well economically out of

the war and saw trade as a key part of any peace deal (There are at least 4

points that deal with trade - can you spot them?).

· Wilson had no national interests or claims to colonies - he wanted the

league to look after them or for them to be self-governed.

· However Wilson was prepared to compromise issues and points to get the

League of Nations agreed to.
Character 2 –  France and Clemenceau
· Born in 1841 he was 77 when the talks began in 1919.

· He entered politics in 1871 and was Prime Minister from 1906 to 1909.

· During the war he was critical of the French war leaders.

· In 1917 he was elected again as leader.

· Clemenceau was an old man who had seen his nation be invaded by the Germans in 1870 and again in 1914. France had suffered greatly. The youth

of the nation had been lost to war and the nation 
ravaged by it’s effects.

Clemenceau was a hard uncompromising man (nicknamed ‘the tiger’) and

therefore he wanted Germany to pay for what it had done to his nation and in

doing so make sure that it never would be allowed to threaten France again.

Main issues to take to the Treaty

· Clemenceau wanted French troops on the Rhineland guarding against any

future German attack.

· Clemenceau wanted Alsace-Lorraine back from Germany - they captured it in the war of 1870. France was forced to pay reparations and did so in a timely manner. 
· Clemenceau wanted Germany to pay for everything that the war cost - this

would cripple Germany and make France more powerful in Europe.
· Remember, most of the war was fought on French soil and as a result there were bitter sentiments towards Germany for the tremendous loss of land, resources and arable land. 

· Wanted to restrict the German Military.

Character 3 – Britain and Lloyd George

· Lloyd George was born in 1863.

· He entered politics in 1890.

· He became Prime Minister in 1916 - during the war.

· Lloyd George was in a difficult situation. On one hand he was a realist and saw the need to compromise and make sure that Germany was not punished

 
too much as that would cause 
more problems than it would solve. However, Lloyd George had just won 
an election promising to squeeze the pips out of Germany and the people in Great Britain wanted to see the German Head of State (the Kaiser) hang for starting the war.

Main issues to take to the treaty

· He disagreed with point two of Wilson’s fourteen points as Britain who had

always had a strong navy felt Britain and her Empire needed to have some

control of the seas.

· Lloyd George felt that the British should be given Germany’s colonies and
the Turkish territories it had captured.
· Lloyd George did want to see Germany weakened in some way. After the bloodbath of the First World War, he felt German aggression could be held in check through weakening their military capabilities. 
· Lloyd George was, however, a reasonable man. 

Treaty of Versailles – Country Group Answer Sheet
	Area of Concern
	Result – please write in your result (include any comments on your decision)

	
	Option
	Reason

	Blame -  who it to blame for the war?

	1
	

	Cost – how much should Germany pay?

	2
	

	German Military

	1
	

	Colonies -  mainly in Africa

	2
	

	Rhineland – area that lies on German side of the border with France
	3
	

	Alsace-Lorraine – once part of France, but taken by Germany in 1870
	2
	

	Saar – area in Germany with excellent coal fields

	1
	

	Poland

	2
	

	Danzig – city with both German and Polish peoples
	3
	

	Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia – once part of Russia
	2
	

	Czechoslovakia – once part of Austria-Hungary, but they broke up
	2
	


Signed:  

Treaty of Versailles – ALL NATIONS TOGETHER Answer Sheet

	Area of Concern
	Result – please write in your result (include any comments on your decision)

	
	Option
	Reason

	Blame -  who it to blame for the war?


	
	

	Cost – how much should Germany pay?


	
	

	German Military


	
	

	Colonies -  mainly in Africa


	
	

	Rhineland – area that lies on German side of the border with France
	
	

	Alsace-Lorraine – once part of France, but taken by Germany in 1870
	
	

	Saar – area in Germany with excellent coal fields


	
	

	Poland


	
	

	Danzig – city with both German and Polish peoples
	
	

	Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia – once part of Russia
	
	

	Czechoslovakia – once part of Austria-Hungary, but they broke up
	
	


Signed:  

Treaty of Versailles – CORRECT Answer Sheet

	Area of Concern
	Result – please write in the accurate historical results from WW1

	
	Option
	What comments do you have?

Think as a historian.

	Blame -  who it to blame for the war?


	
	

	Cost – how much should Germany pay?


	
	

	German Military


	
	

	Colonies -  mainly in Africa


	
	

	Rhineland – area that lies on German side of the border with France
	
	

	Alsace-Lorraine – once part of France, but taken by Germany in 1870
	
	

	Saar – area in Germany with excellent coal fields


	
	

	Poland


	
	

	Danzig – city with both German and Polish peoples
	
	

	Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia – once part of Russia
	
	

	Czechoslovakia – once part of Austria-Hungary, but they broke up
	
	


Signed:  

Treaty of Versailles – Group Answer Sheet

	Area of Concern
	Result – please write in your result (include any comments on your decision)

	
	Option
	Reason

	Blame -  who it to blame for the war?


	1
	

	Cost – how much should Germany pay?


	2
	

	German Military


	1
	

	Colonies -  mainly in Africa


	2
	

	Rhineland – area that lies on German side of the border with France
	1
	

	Alsace-Lorraine – once part of France, but taken by Germany in 1870
	1
	

	Saar – area in Germany with excellent coal fields


	1
	

	Poland


	3
	

	Danzig – city with both German and Polish peoples
	3
	

	Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia – once part of Russia
	1
	

	Czechoslovakia – once part of Austria-Hungary, but they broke up
	2
	


Signed:  
Mr. Fitton


Social Studies 11





Key Concepts:


Historical Empathy: Ability to enter another time/place intellectually to explain behaviour.





Role-Taking: Allows to better understand how emotions motivate individuals in situations involving conflict.





Decision Making:  Structured process where students build a solution by gathering information and evaluating possible consequences of decisions.





Conflict Resolution: How to solve conflict in a diplomatic fashion. 








